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UGH, 
WHAT AM 
\_J] 2 Q0ING? 











I, GURIKO 

ARAKAWA, A 
SOON-TO-BE 
EXPLOSIVELY |{6 
SUCCESSFUL 
RAKUGOKA 

(THOPE)... 

















BECAUSE 





1AM 
TAILING 















































YOU'RE 
MASTER 
SHIGUMA'S 


Je 
ais 
THE FINAL “ Vi 


PUPIL OF 
SHIGUMA 
ARAKAWA, IN 
THE FLESH!! 


WHOEVER'S 
FEEDING 
YOU THOSE 
RUMORS, 
DON'T 
BELIEVE ‘EM! 


BUT 
ON THE 
INSIDE, 

I WAS 

THINKING... 








Nes 


Mall 





IS THE STORY 
TRUE? YOU 
KNOW... IS 

MASTER SHIGUMA 
SEEING SOME 
j\,_ YOUNG Gil? 


‘MY MENTOR? 
WHAT ARE 
YOU TALKING 
ABOUT?! 

NO WAY! 





yy 


WHAT IF IT 
TURNS OUT 
THAT MASTER 
SHIGUMA IS 
SEEING A 
VERY YOUNG 
WOMAN?! 


THESE DAYS, 
IT DOESN'T 
TAKE MUCH FOR 
A SCANDAL 
TO TURN ONE'S 
REPUTATION 
UTTERLY 


SALACIOUS 
ENOUGH TO 
BEGIN WITH. 
AND WHAT IF 
SHE TURNS 
OUT TO BE 
UNDERAGE? 


wlSA 
MASTER OF 
SENTIMENTAL 
TALES IN THE JX 
NINJO-BANASHI 
GENRE, KNOWN 
AS “SHIGUMA 
THE TEAR- 
JERKER”... 


SHIGUMA 
ARAKAWA. 


EVER SINCE 
THE INFAMOUS 
EXPULSION INCIDENT 
SIX YEARS AGO, 
THERE'S BEEN A 
RAPID EXPANSION OF 
INFLUENCE OF THE 


THAT NOW, 
THE RAKUGO 
WORLD HAS BEEN 
MORE OR LESS 
PULLED INTO 
ITS WAKE. 





A KARAOKE 
PLACE? 





HE DIDN'T 
CHECK IN FIRST. 
1S SOMEONE 
ALREADY WAIT- 
ING FOR HIM? 





















































1S THIS 
SOME KIND 



















































































BUT WHY 

HERE INA 

KARAOKE 
ROOM? 


WHAT ABOUT 

YOU, TETSU? 

YOU AFRAID 
OF ANY- 
THING? 


SPIDERS?! 
A MAN YOUR 
AGE, AFRAID 

OF SPIDERS? 


SERIOUSLY 
DOING 
RAKUGO IN 
THERE. 
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HUMANITY IS 
AT THE VERY 
TOP OF THE 
FOOD CHAIN. 


SS —~> 





WHAT DO 
I GOTTA BE 
} AFRAID OF? 


NNW 


























SO NOT 
ONLY DID 
YOU BELIEVE 
THOSE 
WORTHLESS 
RUMORS... 
































T MEAN, 
IT TOTALLY 
COULD LOOK 
LIKE A SHADY |] iT you 
RELATIONSHIP. |! cari cop 


SNEAKING 

AROUND IN 

THE FIRST 
PLACE. 











YOU'RE SASSING 
LITTLE GIRL?! 


YOU'RE AT HOME! 
Jee 









































NOW YOU 
KNOW THAT 
THERE ARE 

RUMORS 












































A 
IN<THE SHINTA 


THIS IS 
AKANE OSAKI. 
SHINTA'S 
DAUGHTER. 












































YOU'VE BEEN 
INSTRUCTING ME 
FOR SIX YEARS. 











«BUT I'LL 
BE 17 THIS 
YEAR. 
YOU STILL 
AND You ‘AN HAVEN'T GIVEN 
Aj STILL WANT mommy? ||] | ME PERMISSION 
4 Todo f, TO PERFORM IN 


THIS? |] FRONT OF AN 
AUDIENCE... 










I'M GOING 
TO BEA 
SHIN'UCHI 
OF THE 
ARAKAWA 
SCHOOL. 





























r ~. JUST HOW ' 

T TLL BEA 
GREAT MY 
DAD'S crarT REALIZE SHIN'UCHI... 
KS AH 


I'LL PROVE 
IT TO 


EVERYONE. 








PLEASE 
ACCEPT 
ME AS A 
PROPER 
PUPIL. 


YOU A 
PUPIL? 


YOU'RE 
STILL IN 
ELEMENTARY 


F{ SCHOOL, 


THERE'S NO 
WAY TO BE A 
RAKUGOKA 
OTHER THAN 
BECOMING AN 
APPRENTICE OF 
A SHIN'UCHI. 


ALL RIGHT, 
ALL RIGHT! 
ENOUGHI! 





A <A> | DAD JOINED 
Me ap P= A COMPANY 
i THAT SELLS 
ee CONCRETE. 
(\ 
er 











YOU WANT 





0.5 M? OF 















































































= = =] HE DIDN'T WANT 
EEE 18-15-ZON?, = TO SIT AROUND 
NOW HE'S =| BEING DEPRESSED 
REALLY BUSY, ALL DAY, SO HE 
ALL DAY, GOT A JOB. 
EVERYDAY. 
% z BUT... 
y HES 
WE'RE ABLE MAKING MORE 
TO EAT OUT MONEY THAN = 
MORE OFTEN HE DID DOING 
THAN BEFORE. RAKUGO. 


"GOoD THAT. 
FOR 
HIM.” Z 















WELL, I'M 
GLAD TO HEAR 
IT. GOOD 

FOR HIM. 





"TS 
6000 THAT 
| HE QUIT 
SULKING By 4 PAKUGO. WV} RAKUGO.” 
HIMSELF... 


BUT IT 
MADE YOU [Bh "T'S 
ae GOOD HE 
PEOPLE AND WAS KICKED \ 
\, LOCALES... OUT OF THE 


SCHOOL...” 


JUST LIKE 





wD FELT & 





SO SAD z SO WHEN HE 
1 QUIT DOING 
THAT I'D aT DO 
NEVER SEE : ‘5 
IT AGAIN. 













































































































































BUT 
EVERYONE 
were ® ELSE... 
GLAD YOU 
HAVE A REAL Ya 
JOB NOW.” & = 
~~ = y 
eS 
walT FEELS LIKE EVERY TIME SS IM THE 
THEY'RE SAYING THAT SOME- Ye wh omy one 
DAD'S RAKUGO WAS ONE SAYS. SEZ wos sao 
WORTHLESS. BUT IT'S "GooDFoR\ »  \/ | J ( agour rr. 
MY FAVORITE... AND. HIM"... Yr, 
IT HURTS SO BAD... C 
a f- 


I DECIDED I'M $0, 
GOING TOBEA I MADE 
SHINUCHI AND = «UP MY 








Ee <0 PROVE THAT MINDI! 
once | D> py AD'S Rakuco 
M| ruen...|| \ gh «= WAS GREATI! 5 
POVK_F oe 
ar ‘ Gg © 
We C ie Vd \ 2 2 















































ITS BEEN |r 


SIX YEARS 
ALREADY. 

















AND THAT 
TINY LITTLE 
CRYBABY... ks 

















IF THERE'S 
A PROBLEM 



























































HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO 
TAKE 
ANOTHER 
PUPIL... 





ITS RARE 
FOR PEOPLE TO 
JOIN AFTER 
GRADUATING 
HIGH SCHOOL, 
BUT NOT 
UNHEARD OF. 














WITH ME. 


walT LIES |Ihh 
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ALL RIGHT. 


T'LL SEE IF 
T CAN FIND 
SOMEONE. 








IT'S GOOD 
TO HEAR 
FROM YOU. 


THAT'S 
TOO BAD. 





Af) THAT'S AWFUL 
SUDDEN. 

UNFORESEEN 

TROUBLE? 


GA LOOKING 








THAT WAS 
MS. YOSHINO 
FROM THE 


RAKUGO- 


FOR SOMEONE Car: 


4 TOFILLASLOT 
LATER TODAY. 








vee WANT 
YOU TO 
GO, AKANE. 
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a I KNOW THE 
RAKUGO CAFE'S 
per roe A SMALL SPACE, 
ee Re 
RAKUGOKA TO 
PERFORM!! EVERY SINGLE DAY 
[as AND NIGHT! 








THAT'S 
REDUNDANT, 


+ BECOMING fpr. ‘xRuKdieoRA 
THE PUPIL OF RAKUGOKA? 1S A PRO- 
A SHIN'UCHI WOULD YOU _ FESSIONAL. 

MEANS BEING ||CALL SOMEONE IT'S ALREADY 
A PRO A “PRO- IMPLIED. 


RAKUGOKA |! eo oALL 


G i) N— (| Laie 


























FESSIONAL 


WANT TO BE A 
RAKUGOKA, 
I MIGHT 
CONSIDER IT. 


















































BOMBING'S f= T 
NOT GOOD, (= 
: YOU'RE AN. NERVOUS UP 
AMATEUR, THERE. 
BOMBING IS 
NORMAL. iy - 





I'LL TAKE 
THEM BY 
SURPRISE 
AND GET 
TONS OF 
LAUGHS. 











JUST YOU 
WAIT AND 








